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2) The Ph.D. vs. the Ed.D.

The Ed.D. degree is offered in the Dept. of Language Education, C & I, and ELPS

In ELPS the Ed.D. is offered in Educational Leadership as a terminal degree and in Higher Education as an alternative to the Ph.D.

Purpose: to figure out the distinction between the Ed.D. and the PH.D. and make some policy recommendation that can be used by programs to inform students and faculty

Requirements with regard to coursework, milestone requirements (quals, diss. proposal) dissertation research are not much different
Residency requirements are slightly different
Through informal discussions with faculty and an examination of the policies in the SoE, there seems to be 2 understandings of the Ed.D. in the SoE.  These understandings are not always mutually exclusive.  It was often mentioned for example that the Ed.D. in Education Leadership (which is highly regarded nationally), is an Ed.D. not only because it prepared practitioners (Superintendents) but because it failed to meet certain criteria put forth by the University Graduate School. 
1. Practitioner/Scholar model: for external purposes, e.g. Ed.D. as preparation of practitioners to assume leadership roles.

2. As a fall-back doctoral degree because the degree is controlled by the SoE and with members on committee, residency is different, expectations for research may be less

The next step is to take this into a more public debate and eventually make policy recommendations.  

