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Activities – Fall/Spring 2003/04: 
The CID Project is focusing on a number of activities: data collection as a basis for research, program assessments and policy recommendations, continued intellectual discussions and assessment of current practices.  

Data Collection: 

Data collection remains one of our primary activities.  Our on-going deliberations as well as our public fora have consistently shown the need for various data in order to have informed discussions and make informed recommendations.  Indeed, while exciting, it has proven somewhat frustrating that at each meeting we discover the need to collect new data.  We have been surprised at how difficult many of these data are to find; clearly the transfer to the SIS system has also hampered this effort.  Still we believe that have these data will not only improve our own committee work, but indeed will be useful for institutional decision making at several levels.  Attached you will find an outline of our primary data collection projects.

Assessment of Current Practices:

In support of assessing doctoral program practices we are engaging in a number of data collection activities.  The projects include:  

1. Survey of Mentoring practices 

2. Survey of qualifying exam practices: examination of rationale, formats, pass rates, faculty perspectives, student perspectives on benefits, fairness and weaknesses, expectations 

3. Survey of inquiry requirements and range of inquiry courses actually taken.  

4. Survey of recent dissertation topics including methodology used.  This information will be correlated to the data produced in item 3. 

5. Funding status of doctoral students: what percentage of our doctoral students are funded and by whom; how does this data correlate to students’ demographics

On-going Deliberations: 

Our leadership team, comprised of both students and faculty from all departments in the School of Education, continues to engage in seminar-style deliberations about topics we have identified as both highly relevant and perennial. It is our intention that such discussions will foster a climate of inquiry in the School of Education.  Topics this semester include:  Teacher Education as it impacts doctoral education; Technology; Assessment; Race; Gender.  The deliberations will be expanded to include other stakeholders in the School.  For example Teacher Education discussions led to the planning of an Associate Instructor focus groups in order to gain a better perspective of doctoral and pre-service teacher interaction, research opportunities and working conditions.  Further, together with our critical partner, OSU, we will be engaging in discussions about the first-year doctoral student experience.  We expect this to blossom into a long-term cooperative project.  
Policy and Program Oriented Activities:

Last year the leadership team identified several areas in need of attention.  Sub-committees were formed to investigate these topics and develop policy or program recommendations. These topics include: 

1. The difference between the Ed.D and Ph.D. 

2. Alternative research preparation models (Affinity Group Model)

3. Pedagogy Minor

4. Preparation of international doctoral students 

Public Fora

1. March 31st “The first-year doctoral student experience in comparison”  Video Conference between OSU and IU CID teams. 

2. April 9th “Career Outlook and Professional Development for International Doctoral Students” with the International Programs Committee 

3. April 23rd “Best Practices of Mentoring” with the Office of Graduate Studies and Graduate Women Education Network

Current Doctoral Program Initiatives and Reviews: 
The following programs are reviewing their doctoral programs.  

1. New doctoral program in “Learning Sciences”

2. Instructional Systems Technology doctoral program review

3. Policy Studies doctoral program review
External Collaboration:

1. IU English department CID committee

2. Ohio State University CID committee 

Data Collection (Action Plans and Timelines)
a. Understand the landscape of research preparations for doctoral students in the SoE 

i. Objective: report to Dean, GSC and departments about trends in inquiry preparation

ii. Timeline: sample lists and pilot protocol by March 5th; After Spring Break data collection, analysis by end of semester

1. Survey the inquiry requirements in each program

2. Establish an inquiry profile of a typical student from different programs

3. Sample survey of recent graduates’  and recent candidates’ inquiry course decisions via their program of studies as correlated to their dissertation topic

4. Committee composition i.e. who (if anyone) is the methodologist on the dissertation committee

b. Collect Dissertation Topics since 2001

i. Objective: Understand what type of dissertations are being produced

ii. Timeline: April 1

1. Ask Steven for assistance

2. Create list and link to CID website 

c. Collect overview of Alumni job titles

i. Objective: understand where Alumni are and what careers they are following

ii. Timeline: database and general stats by May 2004

1. Update database of Alumni contacts

a. Identify career path of Alumni

b. Provide basic factor statistical analysis of career paths based on program area, gender etc. 

iii. Once database is established connect with Larry re: Omnibase II

iv. Future: in Fall develop alumni survey (discuss with Sarah and Jon)

d. Collect Data about International Student needs and satisfaction

i. Objective: be able to make well-informed policy recommendations regarding international student services in the SoE

1. Sub-objectives: 

a. recommendations across campus

b. Publication 

c. Create stronger community for international doctoral students e.g. network

ii. Timeline: preliminary report to be delivered Summer 2004; follow-up in Fall

1. In-depth interviews with international students

2. Creation of web-based forum with Ana, Snea, Debora as moderators

e. Collect Data about Qualifying exams

i. Objective: Alignment across the SoE of standards for assessing the qualifying the exams

1. Sub-objectives

a. Better communication to students about requirements and goals of qualifying exams

ii. Timeline: end of February for presentation at internal IST conference; Report to share with GSC by April 1st
f. Funding status of doctoral students (projected project for Summer/Fall 2004)

i. What percentage of our doctoral students are funded

ii. What form does their funding take (AI, GA, RA)

iii. Who funds them (dept, policy center, outside grant)
iv. What are the demographics of these students (gender, race, in-state/out-state, age, previous k-12 teaching experience, undergraduate degree)

