1.  What  we have been doing

We have spent the last semester re-convening the committee and forming sub-committees to investigate the themes we identified last year as particularly pertinent to our inquiry.   These sub-committees have now met and established goals for the coming year.  We will discuss this in depth below.  Additionally, we have examined what type of interaction and discourse we would like to encourage within the School of Education as a whole and made concrete plans for several “Best Practices Sessions” for the spring.  Finally, we have had important and in-depth discussions about the state of education research and what type of intellectual contribution this committee should make.  A summary of all of these activities appears below. 
Meetings with Colleagues:

1. We held a summer retreat to establish goals for the coming year.  This allowed the student and faculty group to meet each other.  The two groups have now essentially merged into one leadership team; although the students are also involved in a couple of student only projects. 

2.  In November, we met with the Ohio State University’s CID team.  5 representatives from their group, including 2 students, visited us here at IU.  This was a very successful initial meeting and inspired both groups.  As a follow-up we held a video conference with a smaller group from each school in December.  Both groups feel that the regular exchange of ideas in addition to the critical feedback afforded by these meetings is important.  We have decided to meet via video conference about every 6 weeks.  Additionally, members of the OSU time will attend one of our best practices sessions. 
3.  Luise met with Mary Fauvret, project director for the IU English dept.’s CID inquiry.  The two exchanged ideas and Luise and several other committee members will attend their best practices panel.  Mary and Luise will work together to coordinate Chris Golde, Senior Scholar at the Carnegie Foundation’s visit to IU. 
Departmental Activities:

Luise, in conjunction with the CID GA, keeps in close contact with the following department initiatives in order to bring the experiences of the doctoral revisions to the CID committee work.  
1.  IST is revising its doctoral program

2.  Learning Sciences is developing new program

3.  Policy Studies is changing its program and has started subgroups to explore 

4.  Special Education is doing a qualitative study on the preparation of their doctoral students as scholars

Public Domain:

1. Debora wrote, together with the other students from the summer convening, a     panel proposal for this year’s AERA.  The proposal is entitled: On being a doctoral student:  Seven autobiographies.  An exploration within the Carnegie Initiative on the Doctorate.  

2. Our international student experience subgroup, comprised of three students, has submitted to the Comparative International Student Association a paper entitled “The teacher does not even know where my country is” A reconstruction analysis of international doctoral student experience in the field of education”

3. CID committee member and professor of inquiry and philosophy of education, Phil Carspecken, will participate in the National Research Council’s “A National Conversation about Building Community and Culture:  Education Doctoral Programs for Future Leaders in Education.”  The meeting was in November 2003.  Dr. Carspecken then reported back to the committee as a whole.
2.  Spring Semester and beyond
Smaller Events: 

We have planned several smaller events to explore topics of particular interest to the education doctorate. Some of these will lead to policy proposals, whereas others are for are meant to spur discussion.  The first of these, scheduled for November 6th, is on the differences between the Ed.D. and Ph.D.  We have invited several guest speakers to this event.  It is our intention to then provide the graduate studies committee with a descriptive set of characteristics so students are able to make an informed choice.  The second set of these are planned for the spring and will include several “Best Practices” panels.  Proposed topics include:  mentoring, methods for improving completion rates, how to prepare for qualification exams, how to prepare a teaching portfolio and potentially others.  Lastly, together with OSU we are planning a forum discussion via distance education on the topic of “Technology and Dissertation”

Policy proposals for discussion: 

We are currently working on submitting the following policy proposals to the graduate studies committee for consideration:  Reviewing the qualifying exam procedures; defining the differences between the Ed.D. and Ph.D; Developing school-wide models for accessing student process throughout the doctorate. 

Sub-committee topics and goals:

a. Creation of new inquiry model for SoE.

This committee intends to complete a needs and feasibility assessment while writing a proposal to the Graduate Studies Committee for a very new model on research training.  This training would create affinity groups of students and professors that would work together over several years with new students being added with each year. 

End Product:  Well-designed model for an alternative to the traditional course-based learning. 

b. Exploration of the transition from the M.S. to the Ph.D.

This committees is exploring how to more clearly differentiate between terminal M.S. degrees and M.S. degrees which provide the appropriate training for the doctorate.  Likewise it is looking at whether or not Master´s students who would do well in a doctorate are being appropriately motivated and advised.  

End Product:  Policy recommendations

c. Understanding the first-year doctoral experience

This project seeks to understand how socialization into the doctorate occurs and can be improved.  We have proposed a mixed-method empirical inquiry, which ideally would occur both at IU and OSU in order to case for comparison.  The two groups are going to meet again in November to go over a project proposal.  Outside funding is sought.  

End Product: Presentation, Publishable article and policy recommendations

d. Mentoring

One project affiliated with the group, a research project entitled: Building Bridges not Blockades, 4 perspectives on Doctoral Mentoring, has been accepted to be presented at this year’s AERA conference. Additionally, this group is working on examining the conceptual base of mentoring.  Finally, this group will work with GWEN to help with the annual mentoring award.  
End Product:  Research paper, White Paper and 
f. International Student Experience

As mentioned above, this group is concentrating on understanding how international students view their experience as doctoral students within the School of Education.  They are in the data collection phase.  This phase includes, collecting narratives and holding focus groups.  In the spring they will be part of the planning team for the International Student best practices session, which is outlined in the next session
End product:  Presentation, publishable paper, policy recommendations

g. Qualifying Exams

Exploring the various models in the SoE… more goal-setting in Spring. 

3.    What we would ideally like to do, if we had the means:

We would like to see the first-year student research project develop into a multi-year study that follows students through their doctoral experience and both OSU and IU.  We feel, even to do a one-year study, we will need to find outside funding.  We have identified the following sources: Association for Insitutional Research and the Lumina Foundation.  We are hoping CID can help us locate others as well as help as we apply for funding.  

We would like to secure additional funding from the SoE, Graduate School or another source to help pay some of the students working on this project or fund another GA.  There is a tremendous amount of administrative and preliminary research associated with all of these projects and additional paid help would make a large contribution to our efforts.  Likewise, we would like to establish a travel fund for the students who will likely be presenting at various conferences within the next 3 years. 

