Habits of Mind

GeneratingTheory and Creating New Methodology

· Logical/abstract thinking/reasoning

· See value in theory’s sake (vs. primarily for instrumental purposes)

· Using the literature to help develop explanation

Pursuing Knowledge

· Casting the nets of our minds widely

· Habits of living the scholarly life—sustained questioning and acquisition of knowledge to enrich understanding of complexity in one’s areas of interest

Taking a Critical Stance 

· To engage in the process of critiquing a colleague’s work 

· What are the hidden and explicit assumptions?

· To self assess quality of their thinking and professional judgment

· Be aware of his/her weakness and strengths (self criticism)

· Seeking and using criticism

· Solicit critique including self

· Question practice

· Reading critically 

· Ability to ask what is the evidence? (critical stance)

· Own best critic—displaces self to look for alternative explanations, find the flaws, determine boundaries for conceptual claims

· Habit of conversational reflection—be open to believing, to learn from doubting, and to use language thoughtfully to reflect on new learning as well as prior experiences

Working in Multiple Ways

· Work independently and collaboratively (smoozgeoisie)

· Write regularly

· Read fearlessly

· To develop discipline to work in his/her job as a professional (How can this be gauged?)

· Mentor other students

· To have the ability to investigate a specific area of interest within his/her content

· Being a learner

· Casting the net of our minds widely

Taking Multiple Perspectives

· Critically examining and/or growing less certain about any one truth and recognizing the many perspectives on any one question or issue

· Habit of caring for others—caring for and identifying with others to understand how others see the world

· Recognition of the importance and/or need to acknowledge others voice 

· Dialectical thinking

· Sensitive to different discourses

Acquiring Dispositions

· Curiosity

· Being a lifelong learner

· Casting the net of our minds widely

· Resourcefulness

· Write regularly

· Read fearlessly

· Tolerance to ambiguity

Engaging in Social Action

· Habit of taking courageous action-making commitments, taking action and making meaning in the face of ambiguous experience and uncertainty

· Political thought:  Understanding the context of power
Making Connections

· Makes connections—theoretical points to theoretical points, theory to research and vice versa, scholarship to historical, economic, cultural, social analyses, alternatives, etc.

· Possessing and understanding of how his or her field relates to many others as Virginia Richardson suggests, “meta awareness”

· Habit of connected seeing—seeing reality of a whole system which is connected, interactive and dynamic

· Connecting the “theoretical” and the “practical”

· Understanding connections between what is being discussed/constructed/critically examined in academia with what is happening in the field (i.e. K-12 schools, the larger community, politically, etc.)

· Research as part of ongoing conversation

· Humility and appreciation of others contributions

